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EPHRATA, PA - Editor,

Ephrata Review,

Kudos to Ephrata High School for the "completely appropriate behavior" that was highlighted last week. The Pit Crew program at the EHS should be applauded!

Many of the atrocities committed by students against their fellow students could have been prevented had those emotionally unbalanced students had a "Pit Crew" of their own. When a teenager experiences isolation and is misunderstood due to some quirkiness, or differences they exhibit, feelings of anger and frustration have a chance to brew and many times if left unchecked, those feelings can manifest themselves into extreme and vengeful behavior.

As a parent of a student with Asperger's Syndrome (highly functioning Autism) I watched my son's behavior and self-worth deteriorate as he was mocked, misunderstood and isolated by students that perceived him to be different. As an advocate for my son and his unique needs, I sought a mentoring program at the EHS so that he could be protected and accepted by his peers. No program like that was available then. Although I thank Susan Summers-Steffy for taking on the role as my son's "Pit Crew", nothing can replace the power of acceptance by your peers.

This is what makes the Pit Crew program so timely and so important. These at risk students can be taken in under the wing of those "popular" fellow students that possess positive influences and they can prevent mocking, bullying and teasing from others in the student body. The power this "inclusion attitude" can give to a student;s sense of happiness and self worth is beyond measure.

As the High School Pit Crew program continues to take shape, we as a community need to embrace that same concept and develop a more "inclusion attitude." Only then, will we see the positive potential of these otherwise troubled young adults unleashed.

Linda Martin

Ephrata 
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